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9.Claims. (Cl. 267—-9) 


This invention relates to.an improved damping device, 
and more particularly but not necessarily. exclusively. to 
an improved damping device for use in suspension sys- 
tems in relatively heavy vehicles and including means for 
selectively rigidifying:the suspension system when desired. 

The practice of the invention is, of course, susceptible to 
a wide variety of uses and will find: application in many 
fields. It is of particular advantage, however, for use 
іп military vehicles, particularly in relatively. heavy ve- 
hicles intended for travel over rough terrain. 

An important feature of one етђодилел! ој the inven- 
tion is the provision of means for controllably energiz- 
ing а portion of the damping device independently of rela- 
tive movement between the sprung and unsprung. por- 
tions. of the vehicle, and thus to rigidify the suspension 
зузіет апа make а rigid platform of the vehicle so аз; 
for example, to. facilitate aiming and firing of a weapon 
carried thereon. This feature is of special advantage for 
us in military vehicles, which heretofore could not carry. 
the new, recently developed high powered rifles. The 
recoil of these rifles so great. that vehicles equipped with 
resilient suspension systems are often overturned or other- 
wise damaged when the rifles are-fired... Yet a resilient 
suspension. system is needed -for normal travel of the 
vehicle to accommodate the ordinary stresses and strains 
during operation. | 

Ассотф те іо this feature of the invention, the damping 
device functions to damp the spring oscillations during 
ordinary operation of the vehicle, and may be controlla- 
bly. energized to “lockup” the suspension system when de- 
sired, rigidifying it and making it substantially nonresil- 
ient. | ; 

Accordingly, one important. object оё the present. inven- 
tion is to provide an improved vehicular suspension sys- 


tem particularly adapted for use with relatively heavy: 


vehicles. . 
Another object is to provide ап improved damping 
device for use in a suspension system including a: vari- 


able retarding device for connection between two.relatively- 


movabie parts, and a control device for varying the retard- 


ing effect of said retarding device responsively to relative. 


movement of said parts. © : | 
Another object. is to. provide ап improved vehicular 


suspension system including damping means: comprising а. 
fluid pressure actuatable friction device for connection, 


between sprung and unsprung: portions of a. vehicle, and 
fluid pressure-means for actuating the friction device re- 
sponsively to relative. movement between the sprung. and 
unsprung portions, | 

Another. object is to provide an improved damping de- 
vice for use іп а normally resilient suspension system in- 
cluding means for rigidifying the suspension system when 
desired. : 


Still another object is to provide ап improved suspen- 
sion system including a retarding device for damping a. 


resilient-element of: the-system, and a control device for 


actuating’ the retarding device responsively. to relative. 


movement of the resilient element. | 

Another object is to provide ап improved suspension 
device of this character including also means for rapidly 
and positively actuating the retarding device independently 
of relative. movement оҒ the resilient element of the sus- 
pension .system.. 
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These and other objects are accomplished іп the prac- 


‘tice of the present invention, the herein illustrated em- 


10 


20 


25 


30 


40 


45 


50 


55 


70 


bodiment of which comprises a fluid pressure actuatable 
friction damping device for connection between two rela- 
tively movable members іп the spring suspension system: 
of a vehicle such as. a military tank or the like, a fluid 
pressure: device for actuating the friction device, and 
means for energizing the fluid pressure device responsively 
їо relative. movement: between the two movable members 
to which the friction device is attached. 

An important feature of one embodiment of the іпуеп-. 
tion is the provision: for “lockup,” that is, for: tigidifying 
the suspension and effectively making it nonresilient when 
desired independently of the movement of-the spring ele- 
ments. In the herein described embodiment of the in- 
vention this.is accomplished by Һе. provision of a sep- 
arately energizable fiuid pressure source, and means for 
connecting the source in the system to actuate the fric- 
tion device. - 

Damping devices according to the invention are espe- 
cially. advantageous for use in relatively heavy vehicles 
and in other heavy duty suspension systems where it is 
desired to provide smooth and effective damping under 
relatively heavy loads. In its application to military ve- 
hicles. of the type carrying recoil type weapons, the “lock- 
up” feature 15 of particular interest, since with the use 
of a minimum amount of added equipment the damping 
device may be actuated to rigidify the suspension: sys- 
tem, thereby providing а relatively rigid platform for: fir- 
ing ће weapon. a 

The invention- will now be-described in greater detail ` 
in connection with. the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is a partly schematic perspective view of a 
suspension system as installed on a military tank and in- 
cluding a damping and “lockup” arrangement according 
to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of one of the suspen- 
sion units. of the system. illustrated in FIG. 1; particu- 
larly showing details of the friction device incorporated 
therein; 

FIG. 3 18 а partly. schematic view of a single suspen- 
sion unit of the system illustrated. іп FIG. 1; 

FIG, 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of a fluid pres- 
sure device, one of which is. associated with each. one of: 
the suspension units of the system illustrated in FIG. 1; 
and 

FIG, 5 is a longitudinal sectional view of а control’ 
valve, one of which is incorporated in each опе: of the 
suspension units of: the system shown in FIG. 1. 

The. damping arrangement of the present invention: is 
illustratively shown: as incorporated in a-military- tank of 
the type-supported upon a: plurality of resilient suspen- 
sion units; each: one of which. includes a bogie wheel 10, 
which rides upon a tank track 12, and-which is mounted 
upon а stub axle 14 fixed at the-end оға torque- arm 16. 
As shown, the tank is equipped with ten such suspension 
units, but in practice the number of units may ђе varied as 
desired, and is not in any way a limiting factor in the’ 
practice of the: invention. | 

The torque arm 16 of each suspension unit is connected 
to a torsion Баг 18, which extends transversely across 
substantially. the full width of the tank and is паду 
secured to the tank wall 20 at Из end opposite from the 
torque arm 26. As shown in FIG. 2, the torque arm 
16 15 press fitted upon and keyed to a bushing 22; which 
is splined to the. end. of. the torsion bar 18 and secured 
thereon by a screw. and washer assembly 24. The bush- 
ing 22 is rotatably mounted within a flanged tubular sup- 
port 26, which is fitted within an aperture 28-in the-tank 
wall 20 and rigidly secured to the tank wall and to the 


` tank floor 30. А pair of sleeve bushings 32, which may 
be lubricated through a fitting 34 in the support 26, are 
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provided to reduce the friction between the support 26 
and the bushing 22. 

A fluid pressure actuatable friction device 36 is mount- 
ed exteriorly of the tank wall 20 and connected between 
the wall 20 and the bushing 22 for controllably damping 
the oscillation of the torque arm 16. This friction device 
36 may be generally similar in construction to a disc-type 
brake assembly, and, as shown, comprises a bell-shaped 
housing 38, which is securely bolted or otherwise rigidly 
attached to the support 26 and surrounds the bushing 22. 
Annular seals 40 and 42 are provided at the opposite ends 
of the housing 38, between the housing and the bushing 
22 to protect the device 36 from dirt, grease, or the like, 

The housing 38 encloses a plurality of annular friction 
plates 44 and 46, alternate ones 44 of which have in- 
wardly projecting tabs 48 which project into circumfer- 
entially spaced longitudinal grooves 50 formed in the 
bushing 22. The other ones 46 of the friction plates are 
secured by similar tabs 52 along their outer edges to the 
housing 38. The friction plates 44 and 46 are assembled 
in stacked array, the intermediate ones 44 being keyed 
to and rotatable with the bushing 22, and the other ones 
46 being fixed to the housing 38. Normally, the inter- 
mediate friction plates 44 are free to turn with the bush- 
ing 22, but when the assembly is squeezed together, the 
intermediate plates 44 are frictionally engaged by the 
fixed plates 46, and a retarding, or braking force is 
thereby applied to damp the rotation of the bushing 22. 

In operation, the plates 44 and 46 are squeezed to- 
gether by fluid pressure applied within a plurality of 
cylinder and piston assemblies 54 contained within the 
housing 38 and equiangularly spaced therearound. The 
pistons 56 of the assemblies 54 are driven axially in- 
wardly, that is, to the left as viewed in FIG. 2, by the 
application of fluid pressure within the cylinder cavities 
58, only very slight movement of the pistons 56 normally 
being required to exert a relatively strong breaking force. 
A conduit system (not shown) is formed within or mount- 
ed upon the housing 38 for conducting fluid under pres- 
sure from the inlet conduit 60 relatively uniformly to 
all of the cylinder and piston assemblies 54. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, during normal operation 
of the vehicle, fluid pressure for actuating the friction de- 
vice 36 is supplied by a fluid pressure device 62, which 
is mounted upon a bracket 63 fixed to the tank wall, and 
which is energized by the suspension unit through a con- 
necting link 65 and an arm 64 fixed to the inner end of 
the bushing 22. The fluid presure device 62 operates on 
principles generally similar to those of.a direct acting type 
hydraulic shock absorber, and is shown in detail in FIG. 
4. It includes a body 66 having a bore 68, within which 
a piston 70 is slidably fitted. The ends of the bore 68 
are closed by caps 74 and 76, through which the piston 
rod 72 is slidably sealed. The pistons 70 is fixed to the 
piston rod 72, and is provided with conventional pressure 
relief valves 78 and 80, which control the fluid pressure 
build-up on the pressure side of the piston. during opera- 
tion. The valves 78 and 80 may, if desired, be of the 
velocity responsive type, or any other desired type depend- 
ing upon the damping characteristics desired. 

Each one of the end caps 74 and 76 is provided with 
an inwardly extending cup-like extension 82 and 84, 
respectively, which extend into the bore 68 for receiving 
auxiliary end portions 86 and 88 of the piston. As the 
piston approaches the limits of its travel within the bore 
68, one or the other of the end portions 86 and 88, de- 
pending upon the direction of travel, enters into the corre- 
sponding cup-like member 82 or 84, trapping fluid within 
the cup-like member 82 or 84. Fluid so trapped cannot 
escape toward the pressure relief valve 78 or 80, and there- 
fore a relatively high fluid pressure is built up and applied 
to the friction device 36 when the piston 70 approaches 
the limits of its travel in the bore 68. This arrange- 
ment provides positive limit stops for the vertical. travel 
of the bogie wheels 10. 
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Fluid conduits 90 and 92 are formed in the body 66 
leading outwardly from the oposite ends of the bore 68, 
and communicating with the bore through apertures 94 
provided in the walls of the cup-like portions 82 and 84. 
A fluid reservoir 95 is mounted upon the body 66 and con- 
nected between the conduits 90 and 92 through a pair of 
check valves 96, which are symmetrically arranged to per- 
mit ready escape of fluid from the reservoir into the sys- 
tem and to restrict the flow of fluid into the reservoir. 
The check valves 96 are preferably provided with minute 
orifices of a capillary size to permit a slow, gradual flow 
of fluid from the system into the reservoir 95, such as 
may be occasioned by thermal expansion, but to limit the 
flow of fluid into the reservoir responsively to pressures 
generated by normal operation of the system. 

The fluid pressure device 62 is connected to the fric- 
tion device through а control valve 100, and the construc- 
tion and operation of which is best shown in FIG. 5. 
The control valve 100 is a spool-type valve comprising a 
body 104 having a closed bore 105 provided with three 
longitudinally spaced ports 106, 108 and 110. The con- 
duits 90 and 92 leading from the opposite ends of the pres- 
sure device 62 are respectively connected to the end ports 
106 and 108 of the control valve by tubing members 93 
and 102. The conduit 60 leading to the friction device 36 
is connected to the intermediate control valve port 110. 

The valve spool 112 is slidable within the bore 105, 
and includes а central land 113 which is shorter than the 
intermediate port 110, so that when the spool is cen- 
tered in the bore 105 the port 110 is not closed, but is 
open at both its ends for communication with both of 
the end ports 106 and 108. The spool 112 is preferably 
made relatively long to limit its travel in the bore 105 
and thereby to minimize the response time, that is, the 
time required for the land 113 to move from one end to 
the other end of the intermediate port 110. Sufficient 
travel is, of course, provided for so that the spool 112 can 
be moved in either direction sufficiently far to close off 
either end of the intermediate port 110, and thereby to 
shut off the flow of fluid between the intermediate port 
110 and the end port 106 or 108 toward which the spool 
is moved. Е 

In the embodiment shown, a pair of relatively light 
centering springs 114 and 116 are mounted on the spool 
112 and held in compression between the land 113 and 
the end plugs 106 and 108, respectively, for centering 
the spool 112 when the fluid pressures acting on it are 
balanced. The spool 112 is normally centered by the rel- 
atively light centering springs 114 and 116, and is readily 
movable away from its normal, centered position by dif- 
ferential in fluid pressure between its opposite ends. 
When it is moved in either direction, the land 113 closes 
off communication between the intermediate port 110 
and the tubing 98 or 102 at the end toward which it is 
moved. у 

Briefly, in operation, assuming the tank to be operating 
over rough terrain, one of the bogie wheels 10 will strike 
a surface obstruction tending to drive the bogie wheel up- 
wardly relative to the tank, thus moving the torque arm 
16 in a counterclockwise direction as viewed in FIG. 3. 
The torque arm 16 carries the arm 64 also in a counter- 
clockwise direction, and thus pulls to the left upon the 
piston rod 72, pulling the piston 70 to the left and in- 
creasing the fluid pressure in the conduits 90 and 98. 
The increased fluid pressure in the conduit 98 is trans- 
mitted to the lefthand end of the control valve 109 and 
moves the valve spool 112 to the right, thus preventing 
flow of hydraulic fluid from the pressure conduit 98 to 
the suction conduit 102 and confining the fluid pressure 
to the conduit 60 for actuating the friction device 36 to 
retard further upward movement of the bogie wheel 10. 

If now the surface obstruction is such that the bogie 
wheel 10 is raised sufficiently far to pull the piston 70 
close to the limit of its travel to the left, as viewed in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, the piston end portion 86 enters the cup- 
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like portion 82 of the епа сар, and since the fluid within 
the cup-like portion 82 cannot escape through the pres- 
sure relief- valve 80, a relatively high pressure build-up 
results which fully actuates and “locks up” the. friction 
device: 36, thereby preventing any further upward travel 
of the-bogie wheel 10; 

Conversely, if the bogie wheel 10 under consideration 
encounters a pothole or recess іп: ће surface over which 
the tank. is travelling, it tends to fali downwardly, mov- 
ing ‘the torque arm 16 clockwise, as viewed in FIG. 3, 
and driving: the piston. 70: to. the right, thereby pressuriz- 
ing the.conduits 92 and 102; апа driving the control valve 
spool 112 to ће left, as viewed in: FIG. 5, and again 
applying. fluid: pressure through. the inlet conduit 69 to 
the friction device: 36. When the limit of downward 
travel: is reached, the right-hand. piston end portion. 88 
enters the cup-like portion 84-of the right-hand-end cap 
and thereby provides a “lockup” pressure for the friction 
device 36 and thus limits the downward. travel of the 
bogie wheel. 

Тһе: arrangement is well suited for use in relatively. 
heavy vehicles, and is of particular advantage for use in 
such vehicles designed to be driven over relatively rough 
terrtain and to be subjected: to substantial: road shocks. 
A relatively smooth ride is provided by the arrangement, 

‘ with excellent snubbing and:shock absorbing action, since 
the initial impact of a bump or road: shock is absorbed 
by the springs 18: and’ only afterwards is the snubbing 
action applied., Also, a relatively solid and smooth “bot- 
toming”? action is provided:at the limits of vertical travel 
of the bogie wheels. 10, since the fluid pressure does not 
directly support the’vehicle’s weight, but rather is used 
indirectly, through the friction device 36, thereby. arrest- 
ing the travel of the bogie wheel 10 smoothly and gently. 

An additional feature of the:invention has to-do with 
the arrangement for controllably. “locking up” the friction 
device 36, either manually by the.operator of the vehicle, 
or automatically by an external control device. As here- 
inabove explained, this feature is. especially advantageous 
for use in military. gun carrying vehicles wherein recoil 
may damage the vehicle if the gun is fired while the vehi- 
cle is supported on a resilient suspension system. In the 
arrangement shown, “lockup” of the suspension system is 
provided Бу actuating the friction devices 36 independent- 
ly. of the pressure devices 62. For this purpose an auzil- 
іагу fluid pressure device. 122, which may be an electri- 
cally powered hydraulic pump, as illustrated, is connected 
in.the system for actuating the friction damping devices 
36 independently of Ше: operation of the fluid pressure 
devices 62. 

The high pressure outlet 124-01 the auxiliary fluid pres- 
sure device 122 is connected through a two-way valve 126 
to а system distribution conduit 130. Тһе two-way. 
valve 126. is. arranged: to connect either’ the high pres- 
sure outlet 124 or the low. pressure, “tank”. inlet. 128 of 
the: auxiliary pressure. device to the conduit 130. As 
shown in FIG. 3, the two-way valve 126 is in its Off 
position, and the conduit: 130 is not pressurized. 

For normal operation, the two-way valve 126 is. set 
as shown in FIG. 3: with е “tank” inlet 128 of the 
auxiliary. pressure device connected іо. the distribution 
conduit 130, and the system. operates in the hereinabove: 
described manner, each one ‘of: the friction ‘devices. 36 
being. actuated by its: individually associated fluid pres- 
sure device 62: | 

When it is desired: to “lockup” the suspension: system; 
all: of the friction devices 36. are ‘actuated independently. 
of their individual pressure. devices 62 by fluid pressure 
from. the auxiliary. pressure device 122. The two-way 
valve 126. is. turned to Из operate position, that- is, 90° 
-from the’ position. shown in FIG. 3, thereby connecting 
the pressure outlet 124 of the auxiliary fiuid pressure de- 
vice: іо Ше pressure distribution line 130. The pressure 
distribution line 130.extends from the two-way valve 126 
to a T-connection 134 and. thence into-two branches 135 
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6 
and 136, which extend along opposite sides of the vehicle 
for connection to all of the individual friction devices 
36; Аз а safety precaution, a check valve 132 is provided 
in the line 13@ to prevent loss of pressure in the event 
of: accidental failure of the auxiliary pressure device 122. 
· The branch lines 135 and 136 are connected to the 
fluid actuating:systems of all of the suspension units. As 
illusiratively: shown in FIG. 3, each one of the tubings 
98 and 102 is connected to the branch line 135 or 136 
Nearest: to the suspension unit through a separate dia- 
phragm type fluid pressure transmitting device 149 and 
142, respectively: The devices 140 and 142 may be of 
any. desired type, several of which are presently commer- 
cially available. They include fluid-tight diaphragms 144 
which flex. responsively. to fluid pressure, thereby accom- 
modating sufficient movement of fluid to pressurize the 
friction device 36, while stil] preventing any interchange 
of fluid between the. branch line 135 or 136 and the tub- 
ings 98 and 102. 

Іп operation, when the branch line 136 is pressurized, 
fluid pressure is transmitted through the pressure trans- 
mitting: devices 140. and 142: to. the tubings 98 and 102, 
and then through the tubings and the control valve 100 
to. the friction device 36. The operating pressure of the 
auxiliary pressure device 122 is preferably selected or ad- 
justed-to a value sufficient to apply close to the maximum 
permissible operating pressure to the friction devices 36, 
thereby effectively to “lockup” the suspension system, ri- 
gidifying it and forming a rigid platform of the vehicle. 
When the two-way valve 126 is turned to its Off position, 
the “lockup” pressure is released, and the suspension sys- 
tem is returned to its normal, resilient mode of operation. 

The control valve 100 is an important feature in the 
“lockup” arrangement of the present invention, since it 
permits the use of a relatively simple fluid circuit, por- 
tions of which are used in common for normal spring 
damping and for locking up. The control valve 100 per- 
mits the use of a friction device having but a single fluid 
pressure. actuating circuit, and permits pressurization of 
this circuit:on both strokes of the fluid pressure device 62, 
isolating the friction. device 36. from the suction end of 
the pressure device 62 оп each stroke. 

What is claimed is: 

1. А damping device.for: use іп a resilient suspension 
system comprising a fluid pressure actuatable friction de- 
vice for connection between a sprung portion and an.un- 
sprung portion. of a suspension system, a bidirectional 
fluid pressure device connected between said sprung and 
unsprung portions and: having first and second fluid out- 
lets, said fluid pressure device being arranged to develop 
fluid pressure: at said. first outlet гевропвіуеіу to relative 
movement between. said portions in one direction and to 
develop fluid pressure at-said second outlet responsively 
to relative movement. between said portions in the op- 
posite direction, both of said outlets being connected to 
said friction device for actuation thereof responsively to 
relative movement. between said portions both in said one 
direction and in said:opposite direction. 

2. A damping device for use in a resilient suspension 
system ‘comprising a fluid pressure actuatable friction de- 
vice for connection between a-sprung portion and an un- 
sprung portion of. а suspension system, a bidirectional 
fluid pressure device for. connection between said sprung 
and unsprung portions and having first and second fluid 
outlets, said fluid pressure device being arranged to de- 
velop fluid pressure at said first outlet responsively to rela- 
tive movement between said portions in one direction 
and to develop fluid pressure at said second outlet respon- 
sively to relative movement between said portions in the 
opposite direction, both of said outlets being connected 
to said friction device- for actuation thereof responsively 
to relative movement between said portions both in said 
one direction and in said opposite direction, and an aux- 
iliary fluid pressure device connected to said friction de- 
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vice for actuating said friction device independently of 
said relative movement. | 


3. A damping device for use іп a resilient suspension - 


system comprising a fluid pressure actuatable retarding 
device for connection between a sprung portion and an 
unsprung portion in a suspension system, said device hav- 
ing a port for the admission and emission of actuating 
fluid, a bidirectional fluid pressure device connected. be- 
tween said portions for energization responsively to rela- 
tive movement between said portions and having first and 
second outlets, said fluid pressure device being arranged 
to develop fluid pressure at said first outlet responsively 
to said relative movement in one direction and to develop 
fluid pressure at said second outlet responsively to said 
relative movement in another direction, fluid conduit 
means for connecting said retarding device port to said 
fluid pressure device outlets, said conduit means includ- 
ing valve means for restricting the flow of fluid between 
said first and second outlets and for effecting communi- 
cation between said inlet port and the one of said first and 
second outlets at which the fluid pressure is greater. 

4. A damping device for use in a resilient suspension 
system comprising a fluid pressure actuatable retarding 
device for connection between a sprung portion and an 
unsprung portion in a suspension system, said device hav- 
ing a port for the admission and emission of actuating 
fluid, a bidirectional fluid pressure device connected be- 
tween said portions for energization responsively to rela- 
tive movement between said portions and having first and 
second outlets, said fluid pressure device being arranged 
to develop fluid pressure at said first outlet responsively 
to said relative movement in one direction and to develop 
fluid pressure at said second outlet responsively to said 
relative movement in another direction, fluid conduit 
means for connecting said retarding device port to said 
fluid pressure device outlets, said conduit means including 
valve means for restricting the flow of fluid between said 
first and second outlets and for effecting communication 
between said inlet port and the one of said first and sec- 
ond outlets at which the fluid pressure is greater, said 
valve means being arranged for actuation responsively to 
changes in the direction of the fluid pressure differential 
between said first and second outlets. | | 

5. A damping device for use іп а resilient suspension 
system comprising a fluid pressure actuatable retarding 
device for connection between a sprung portion and an 
unsprung portion in a suspension system, said device 
having a port for the admission and emission of actuat- 
ing fluid, a bidirectional fluid pressure device connected 
between said portions for energization responsively to 
relative movement between said portions and having first 
and second outlets, said fluid pressure device being ar- 
ranged to develop. fluid pressure at said first outlet re- 
sponsively to said relative movement in one direction and 
to develop fluid pressure at said second outlet responsive- 
ly to said relative movement in another direction, fluid 
conduit means for connecting said retarding device port 
to said fluid pressure device outlets, said conduit means 
including valve means for restricting the flow of fluid be- 
tween said first and second outlets and for effecting com- 
munication between said inlet port and the one of said 
first and second outlets at which the fluid pressure is great- 
er, said valve means being arranged for actuation respon- 
sively to changes in the direction of the fluid pressure 
differential between said first and second outlets, and 
an auxiliary fluid pressure device connected to said con- 
duit means for developing fluid pressure at both of said 
outlets simultaneously independently of relative move- 
ment between said sprung and unsprung portions, said 
valve means being arranged to open communication be- 
tween said port and both of said outlets when the fluid 
pressures at said outlets are approximately equal to each 
other, whereby fluid pressure developed by said auxiliary 
pressure device is transmitted to said retarding device for 


10 


actuating it independently of the operation of said bidi- 
rectional pressure device. 

6. In a vehicular suspension system of the type in- 
cluding a torsion bar spring having one end journaled in 
a sprung portion of the vehicle and rotatable with re- 
spect thereto responsively to load variations, a damping 
device comprising a fluid pressure actuatable friction 
brake arranged for frictionally connecting the rotatable 
end of the spring to a rigid part of the sprung portion of 
the vehicle for damping the spring oscillations, and a 
fluid pressure device connetced to said friction brake for 


actuating it responsively to rotation of the spring end 
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away from a predetermined angular position relative to 
the sprung portion, said fluid pressure device including a 
cylinder and piston assembly arranged for developing 
fluid pressure at one end of said cylinder responsively to 
rotation of said spring in one direction and for generat- 
ing fluid pressure at the opposite end of said cylinder re- 
sponsively to rotation of said spring end in the opposite 
direction, and conduit means for connecting both ends 
of said cylinder to said brake for actuating it responsively 
to rotation of the spring end both in the one and in the 
opposite directions, said conduit means including valve 
means arranged to close communication between said 
brake and the relatively low pressure end of said cylin- 
der responsively to the pressure differential between the 
ends of said cylinder. 

7. In a vehicular suspension system of the type includ- 
ing a torsion bar spring having one end journaled in a 
sprung portion of the vehicle and rotatable with respect 
thereto responsively to load variations, a damping de- 
vice comprising a fiuid pressure actuatable friction brake 
arranged for frictionally connecting the rotatable end of 


the spring to a rigid part of the sprung portion of the. 
5 vehicle for damping the spring oscillations, and a fluid 


pressure device connected to said friction brake for ac- 
tuating it responsively to rotation of the spring end away 
from a predetermined angular position relative to the 
sprung portion, said fluid pressure device including a cyl- 
inder and piston assembly arranged for developing fluid 
pressure. at опе end of said cylinder responsively to ro- 
tation of said spring in one direction and for generating 
fluid pressure at the opposite end of said cylinder respon- 
sively to rotation of said spring end in the opposite di- 
rection, and conduit means for connecting both ends of 
said cylinder to said brake for actuating it responsively to 
rotation of the spring end both in the one and in the 
opposite directions, said conduit means including valve 
means arranged to close communication between said 
brake and the relatively low pressure end of said cylin- 
der responsively to the pressure differential between the 
ends of said cylinder, and a separately energizable aux- 
iliary pressure device connected to said conduit means 
and operative to actuate said brake independently of the 
operation of said fluid pressure device. 

. 8. In a vehicular suspension system of the type includ- 
ing a torsion bar spring having one. end journaled in a 
sprung portion of the vehicle and rotatable with respect 
thereto responsively to load variations, a damping de- 
vice comprising a fluid pressure actuatable friction brake 
arranged for frictionally connecting the rotatable end of 
the spring to a rigid part of the sprung portion of the ve- 
hicle for damping the spring oscillations, and a fluid pres- 
sure device connected to said friction brake for actuat- 
ing it responsively to rotation of the spring end away 
from a predetermined angular position relative to the 
sprung portion, said fluid pressure device including a cyl- 
inder and piston assembly arranged for developing fluid 
pressure at one end of said cylinder responsively to rota- 
tion of said spring in one direction and for generating 
fluid pressure at the opposite end of said cylinder respon- 
sively to rotation of said spring end in the opposite di- 
rection, and conduit means for connecting both ends of 
said cylinder to said brake for actuating it responsively 
to rotation of the spring end both in the one and in the 
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opposite directions, said conduit means including a valve 
arranged to close communication between said brake and 
the relatively low pressure end of said cylinder respon- 
sively to the pressure differential between the ends of 
said cylinder, said valve including a body defining a bore, 
a spool movable within said bore, means defining first 
and second ports longitudinally spaced apart and com- 
municating with said bore, and means defining a third 
port communicating with said bore at a place between 
said first and second ports, said spool being longitudinally 
movable responsively to fluid pressure differences between 
opposite ends of said bore and having a land effective 
upon movement of said spool to shut off communication 
between said third port and the one of said first and 
second ports toward which said spool is moved, said land 
being shorter than said third port so that when said land 
is centered with respect thereto said third port is in open 
communication with both said first and said second ports. 

9. In a vehicular suspension system of the type includ- 
ing a torsion bar spring having one end journaled in a 
sprung portion of the vehicle and rotatable with respect 
thereto responsively to load variations, a damping device 
comprising a fluid pressure actuatable friction brake ar- 
ranged for frictionally connecting the rotatable end of the 
spring to a rigid part of the sprung portion of the vehicle 
for damping the spring oscillations, a fluid pressure de- 
vice connected to said friction brake for actuating it re- 
sponsively to rotation of the spring end away from a pre- 
determined angular position relative to the sprung por- 
tion, said fluid pressure device including a cylinder and 
piston assembly arranged for developing fluid pressure at 
one end of said cylinder responsively to rotation of the 
spring end in one direction and for generating fluid pres- 
sure at the opposite end of said cylinder responsively to 
rotation of the spring end in the opposite direction, con- 
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duit means for connecting both ends of said cylinder to 
said brake for actuating it responsively to rotation of the 
spring end both in the one and in the opposite directions, 
said conduit means including a valve arranged to close 
communication between said brake and the relatively low 
pressure end of said cylinder responsively to the pressure 
differential between the ends of said cylinder, and a sep- 
arately energizable auxiliary pressure device connected to 
said conduit means and operative to actuate said brake 
independently of the operation of said fluid pressure de- 
vice, said valve including a body defining a bore, a spool 
movable within said bore, means defining first and second 
ports longitudinally spaced apart and communicating with 
said bore, and means defining a third port communicating 
with said bore at a place between said first and second 
ports, said spool being longitudinally movable responsively 
то fluid pressure differences between opposite ends of said 
bore and having a land effective upon movement of said 
spool to shut off communication between said third port 
and the one of said first and second ports toward which 
said spool is moved, said land being shorter than said 
third port so that when said Jand is centered with respect 
thereto said third port is in open communication with both 
said first and said second ports. 
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